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GANG MEMBER 
Testifying at 
murder trial 
puts witness 
on the spot 


Prosecutor calls it ‘right 
thing’ to do, but it takes a 
toll on those who speak up 


THE BETTER HALF: THE SERIES CONCLUDES 


After an 18-month-old Ponca girl died in the cold rain on the Trail of Tears, her father made one 


request of the people from the nearby Nebraska town: Tend to her gravesite. For 140 years, they have. 


By Topp COOPER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


It was late afternoon, late April 
2016. 

A mundane Monday. 

Gerald backed his car into the 
driveway of his friend’s house just 
across the street from the Linden- 
wood Court apartment complex in 
northeast Omaha. 

In his passenger seat was his 
girlfriend, Tara, fresh off her 
shift as a home health aide. 

Gerald cracked a beer; Tara 
cracked the car’s passenger door. 
She made her way across the 
street to a gathering of 15 folks. 

There, Tara gave a hug to Bar- 
bara Williams, 55, a friend among 
many. She and Mrs. B — as Tara 
called her — gabbed and laughed, 
sharing chitchat on a sunny day. 

Tara soon went back across the 
street and hopped in Gerald’s pas- 
senger seat. Within seconds, she 
and Gerald would have a front- 
row seat to street violence. 

The couple stared through the 
windshield to see a white Kia pull 
into the complex. Then a young 
man hopped from the back seat as 
“the car was still moving.” 

He circled the car, raised a 
gun and ripped off 10 shots as he 
chased two gang rivals. 

Neighbors screamed and scat- 
tered. After the gunman fled, and 
the crowd parted, one woman re- 
mained: Williams. 

Splayed on the stoop. 

Tara rushed to her. Shot in the 
heart, Williams’ chest heaved. Her 
breathing was labored. 

“T leaned down, told her it was 
going to be OK,” Tara said. “Then 
she took her last breath on me.” 

Gerald and Tara stood there, 
stunned. Surrounded by onlook- 
ers, they initially said little to po- 
lice. For four days, they wrestled 
with a reality that would compli- 
cate, if not endanger, their lives. 

They knew who the gunman was. 


NELIGH, Neb. — The gifts arrive each 
week, carefully placed at the base of a worn 
gravestone, just as they have appeared ev- 
ery week since Rutherford B. Hayes was 
president, since the State of Nebraska itself 
seemed more idea than place. 

On a scorching summer noon, a retired farm- 
er and I stand in the potter’s field corner of 
Laurel Hill Cemetery. We shield our eyes and 
squint south to the valley where the govern- 
ment marched Standing Bear’s people away at 
gunpoint. Then we train our gazes on the worn 
gravestone of a tiny 18-month-old girl and the 
most recent gifts — the tokens of friendship 
and kindness — that this town’s residents have 
been placing around it for the past 140 years. 

We stand and stare and try to reconcile the 
bird’s-eye view of that murderous march now 
known as the Trail of Tears with the laser fo- 
cus on this one hopeful spot in this one ceme- 
tery in this tiny town. 


See Witnesses: Page 9 


NELIGH 
NEVER 
FORGOT 


White Buffalo Girl’s gravesite at Laurel Hill 
Cemetery in Neligh, Nebraska, draws visitors 
who leave flowers and other tributes year-round. 


Read Matthew Hansen’s story about the new book 
“The Better Half: Nebraska’s Hidden Treasures.” LE 


Volleyball champions 


Marian beats last year’s Class A 
champ Millard North; Skutt defeats 
Duchesne in Class B. Sports 


Expect funny 


John Cleese tells us what to expect 
when he brings “Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail” to Omaha. Living 


Small-town squeeze 


The expansion of dollar stores in 
Nebraska and lowa puts added 
pressure on local grocers. Money 


By MatrHew HANSEN 


WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER See White Buffalo Girl: Page 6 


Saluting veterans 


Erin Grace writes about women’s 
contributions to the military; local 
events honor veterans. Midlands 


Omaha forecast d oe fi ee f: hi : fi b all 
a a Hea Injury tear 1s just one tactor thinning toot rosters 
A morning shower Details: 8B 
By Stu Pospisit But some coaches and athletic worse the lower we go in our ele- dropped eight high school football 
Index WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER directors believe there’s another mentary and youth programs.” teams in the past five years. 

E A E -teaica ; ; reason for fewer football players: The World-Herald reached out And just this season, the 178 
Joblistines. .. 610, 14D oe Concussions contributed to a too many kids are couch potatoes. to the state’s 279 football teams Nebraska football teams — 64 
none Wa 4&5B  Wiistings.. slight decline in the number of “Kids aren't active outside any- after the Washington Post report- percent — that responded to an 


$2.50 * 124 PAGES 


I 


62051626502) 


FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 


*Annual Percentage Rate. As of 10/29/17, curren’ 


high school football players in 
Nebraska this year, and it appears 
likely that concussion concerns 
will increasingly affect participa- 
tion in coming years. 


Speciut Loan ” 


ates range from 5. 


more,” said Andy Seamann, athletic 
director and coach of the eight-man 
team in Brady, Nebraska. “They 
play video games or sit on their 
cellphones. And this issue is getting 
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Personal Loan Rates As Low As 


ed in August on a national decline 
in high school football participa- 
tion, based in part on concussion 
concerns. The Post cited statis- 
tics that showed Nebraska had 


informal World-Herald survey 
reported 7,779 players, down 
2.2 percent from 2016. 


See Survey: Page 2 
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